RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
the broad band of plaster disfiguring his sorrowful
features. A career of uninteresting but unqualified
success was suddenly wrecked after barely half a year
at the Foreign Office,
Hoare seemed to know that the word "traitor"
was in the minds of some, for he spoke with a brisk
directness almost amounting to defiance. There was
no sound of the namby-pamby accents which had
so often made Morpheus the master of the Chamber.
He explained that he had been obsessed with the need
to avoid a European war, and argued at some length
in favour of his proposals. Great Britain alone had
taken any military precautions. "Not a ship, not
a machine, not a man had been moved by any other
Member State." He protested humbly that his
conscience was clear. Only at the very end did his
voice falter, in a manner too often described to justify
repetition. He went from the packed Chamber to
the loneliness outside on the verge of collapse.
For a sick man the speech was a stout effort. Many
have said that subsequent events have proved his
wisdom. But such apologists overlook the fact that
his own action was itself an event of cardinal conse-
quence and may have in itself fatally compromised
the future of the League. Aggressive acts and aggres-
sive designs were being rewarded. The next logical
measure of restraint, the oil sanction, was never pro-
ceeded with, partly, no doubt, because others besides
Hoare feared the consequences of effective action, but
probably also because opinion in the United States
was disastrously estranged. No more was heard of the
willingness of the United States to " limit her supplies
of oil to the aggressor state to normal/5 i.e., only to
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